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A decree of March 26, 1941, even established an optional test
in physical education at the baccalaureat (running, jumping, throw-
ing, weight-lifting, climbing, summing).
An Office of School and University Sport was created, and the
members of its provisional Board were appointed by arretfc
published on July 4, 1941.
II. Physical Education and Sports
Physical education and sports are under the authority of a
Commissary-General for General Education and Sports: the
former tennis champion and member of the Croix de Feu, Jean
Borotra. He is assisted by an inspector of ski-ing, fimile Al.la.is.
A law of December 20, 1940 (published on April 8, 1941),
reserves the organizing of games and physical culture to athletic
associations, themselves grouped into federations. It is all placed
under the supervision of a National Sports Committee. A
temporary directing committee was instituted by an order of
April 10, 1941.
The sports organization comprises a national centre and fifteen
regional centres. The national centre itself contains a national
institute of general education and sports, a national school of
physical education and sports (for training instructors in physical
education), and the national college of monitors and athletes (Law
of March zi, 1941).
Competitive examinations are held for recruiting professors and
monitors of physical education and sport (Arrete published
May 9, 1941).
We have already indicated the efforts made to develop physical
culture and games in the schools. A similar effort is being made
by the Secretary of State for National Defence who, " determined
to make the army of the armistice a living example for the nation,"
has taken important decisions with regard to physical education
and sports "which will henceforth be regarded as an essential
branch of military instruction." No doubt this explains the fact
that at the ficole Polytechnique, which has been demilitarized, but
whose pupils still wear uniform, -military instruction has been
replaced by physical culture.
The national college of monitors at Antibes has nearly 350
boarders.
The principal task to which the Commissary for Physical Educa-
tion seems to have devoted himself is the suppression of pro-
fessionalism in sport. The steps taken are nevertheless still very
timid ones, since professionalism remains authorized for three years
in football, boxing, cycling, and the Basque game of pelota.